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Preparing the land for potatoes

1. Take soil samples for
detecting the presence of
nematodes




4. Turn up (plough) the soil in the field

5. Disc the field

6. Draw furrows %0 cm apart
and about 20 cm deep

zﬂ.:m{

7. Apply fertiliser using the tin-and-rope method

(see inside of back cover page) S
' Ask your extension officer

L hover the method works




Preparation of tubers

Store the tubers immediately before planting
! —

| Store them under trees

| orin stores
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Do not store in

- u

Tubers must sprout before planting




Fertilize and plant the potato tubers

1. Do a soil analysis
if possible

It is best to apply
fertiliser during
planting

il

2, Cover the fertiliser with a thin
layer of soil, using a hoe

3. Apply a
pesticide if
nematodes are
present



4. Place the potato
tubers in furrows

5. Put them in rows and leave
enough space for each

Potatoes that are bigger
than a matchbox need a
spacing of about 40 cm

Leave a space of 30 em if
potatoes are the same -

size as a matchbox e 3 &

If potatoes are smaller

than a ];Ia;chbl:;; then a G smaller W
space of about 20 ¢cm a &!

should be left




6. Cover the potato tubers
with soil and water them
a little, otherwise they
may rot

7. Irrigate the plants after emerging on a regular basis

8. Topdress the potatoes 5 weeks after planting and
before ridging, using the tin-and-rope method

How much to use:

4 bags LAN W <+ 2 bags 1:0:1 %
. OR
2 bags UREA % k EE#I! + 2 bags 1:0:1 %

9. Leave the potatoes in the soil
and do not lift or eat them
within a period of 120 days
{4 months).




Ridging the potato crop

You can ridge the potatoes 5 to 8
weeks after planting —_— @/

Why is ridging necessary?
1. To keep the plants upright




3. To make lifting of potatoes easier

4. Ridging helps control weed growth

5. It also incorporates fertiliser into the soil and prevents sun
damage




Controlling weeds
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Weeds can be removed by:

1. chemical methods

2. ridging, or a hoe




Harvesting

You can harvest potatoes:
16 to 20 weeks after planting




How to harvest

There are two methods:

1. You can harvest by hand




Tin-and-rope method
The table indicates the approximate rope length in metres at different row spacings,
fertiliser product group and application rates that should be used in applying 500 m/ of
fertiliser.

Hand application of fertiliser using a 500 m/ container

sp':‘::‘i"l’m 0,91 m (3'0") 1,00 m (3'3") 1,07 m (3"6")
Product | , | g |c|[p|A|B|c|D|Aa|B]|Cc]|D
group
Application Approximate rope length in metres over which distance the
rate at . .
Kk 500 m/ container must be emptied
g/ha
100 44,0148,4|52,7(59,3|40,0 | 44,0 (48,0 |54,0|37,4 41,1 |44,9|50,5
200 22,0(24,2|26,4|29,7|20,0 |22,0|24,0|27,0 18,7 |20,6 |22,4 | 25,2
300 14,7|16,1(17,6/19,8|13,3|14,7 |16,0|18,0 (12,5|13,7 | 15,0 | 17,8
400 11,0|12,1|13,2|14,8|10,0|11,0 (12,0 |13,5| 9,3 |10,3|11,2(12,6
500 8819,7|10,5|{11,9/, 8,0 (8,8 |9,6 |10,8| 7,5 |8,2|9,0 |10,1
600 73/81/88|99|6,773|80|90\|6,269|75]|8,4
700 6,3/69|75|85|5,7/63|69|77 53|59 64|72
800 55|/60|66|74|50|55|6,0 68|47 |51]|56]|6,3
900 49/54|59|66 (44|49 |53|60 42|46 |50]|5,6
1 000 441481535940 |44 48|54 |3,7|41 |45 |5,0
sp':::‘i";g 1,22 m (4'0") 1,37 m (4'6") 1,52 m (5'0")
100 32,8|36,1|39,3|44,3(29,2(32,1|35,0|39,4|26,7|29,3|32,0(36,0
200 16,4|18,1|19,7(22,1|14,6 |16,1 |17,5|19,7 |13,3|14,7 |16,0 | 18,0
300 10,9(12,0|13,1|14,8| 9,7 |10,7|11,7{13,1| 8,9 | 9,8 |10,7 |12,0
400 82(90|98|11,1,73|80|88|99|6,7 7,338,090
500 6,61(72|79|89|58|64|70|79 53|59 64|72
600 55/6,0|6,6 |74 |49 |54 |58 |66 |44 |49 |53]6,0
700 4,7152|56|6,3|42 |46 |50 |56 |38|42)|46|5,1
800 41145149155 |36 |40 44|46 |33 1|3,7]|40 |4,
900 36(40|44/49|3,2 3639|144 )|3,0|3,3]36]4,0
1 000 33/36(|39|44|129 32353612729 ]|32]3,6
A B (o D
UREA LAN (28) MAP (33) SUPERS (10,5)
1:0:1 (48) ASN (27) AM SULPHATE (21) |AM SUPERS (16)
1:0:1 (36) 5:1:5 (45) POT CHLOR (50)
4:1:0 (40) 2:0:3 (49) 1:0:2 (49)
3:1:4 (44) + Zn 2:3:2 (22) + Zn
3:1:5 (45) 2:3:4 (30)
2:3:2 (30)
4:1:6 (45)




