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: Agriculture is set to be
- a key game changer
: SIBONGISENI MAPHUMULO

: WOMIEN have a major role in the agri-
: cultural sector, which is setto become a
. key game changer with the potential to
. contribute significantly to job creation
: and poverty eradication in the province.
i That was the message from agricul-
. ture and rural development MEC Cyril
Xaba to attendees of the second annual
conference for Women in Agribusiness
. under way in Durban.
: “At the heart of the strategy for
i agrarian transformation is the devel-
: opment of the small-scale farmer and
 unleashing their economic potential. If
: the statistics are examined more closely,
. it actually means unleashing the poten-
. tial of women in agriculture,” he said.
According to the last census, this
. province has the highest percentage
. of subsistence farmers in.the country.
: Research done by the president’s
office has revealed that 61% of these
. subsistence farmers are women.
3 Director of programmes at the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development
. Agency. Estherine Lisinge-Fotabong,
. said it is expected that by the year 2018,
¢ 9.72 million small, business-related jobs
will be created and female entrepre-
: neurs will contribute more than 50% in
_ this job creation space.
“Women starting up in business tend
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to provide a more immediate contribu-
tion to the economy: Around one-in-five
women come into self-employment from
unemployment compared with around
one in 15 for men,” she said.

The event conference is organised
in collaboration with the Agribusiness
Development Agency (ADA), which is
an entity of the department.

The agency has been running a pro-
gramme where young women and men
from land reform farms are being sent
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to Denmark to train in modern livestock
farming, running commercial farming
enterprises and learning farming entre-
preneurial skills.

ADA chairperson. Dr Martha Mba-
tha. said women were still the major
producers of food in Africa, producing
between 60 and 80% of the food output.
“It is important to take heed of women’s
voices in agribusiness, whose humility is
at times mistaken for ignorance.”

The drought that has left farmers

TOGETHER WE HAVE MADE KZN A BETTER PROVINCE TO LIVE IN.
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in the province counting the costs will
also be a key topic, after the province

was declared a disaster zone. Xaba said
the department will be finalising details

with the national government to role out
its drought relief scheme for farmers.
“This will be in the form of a drought
subsidy, which will be administered on
a sliding scale with poorer farmers get-
ting more assistance than more com-
mercially successful farmers.” he said.
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