R6m for vaccina’

‘We have been able
to cut down rabies
incidents by 90%’

SIBONGISENI MAPHUMULO

THE provincial department of agricul-
ture and rural development has set aside
additional money to extend its rabies
vaccination campaign in lembe and
King Cetshwayo district municipalities
by six months following the death of a
two vear-year-old boy, who was attacked
and bitten by a rabid canine last
month.

The department’s acting head, Jerry
Mfusi, announced the decision during
his visit to the family of Nkosinathi
Mzimela, who died at Montebello Hos-
pital after a neighbour’s dog bit him
while playing outside his homestead at
Bhamshela in Ndwedwe.

The incident is reported to have hap-
pened on August 14. However, the boy
was only taken to hospital nine days
later on August 22 where he eventually
died on August 29,

Mfusi said this death happened two
weeks after the department initiated
the vaceination campaign due to numer-
ous reports of rabies cases in the areas
of Tlembe and King Cetshwayo district
councils,

“Even though we have been able to
cut down rabies incidents by 90% in
the province, we have been reeeiving
reports of rabies in areas like Durban
north, Ntumeni, Richards Bay and here
in Ndwedwe,” Mfusi said.

He said R6m had been set aside for
a sustained campaign that will focus
on the affected areas for the next six
months,

“With this campaign, as the depart-
ment, we are saying a death even if it
is of one person, is not acceptable. The

Jgovernment is going to ensure Lhat the
mother receives a grant, that food relief
is provided and our department’s food
and nutrition security unit helps the
family cultivate its own food,” Mfusi
said.
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development south region director
for veterinary services Dr Themba
Sikhakhane said since the department
of health alerted them to the existence
of this incident two weeks ago, they have
been able to vaceinate a total of 1500
dogs in the area and that three of the
dogs that tested positive for rabies were
foundinahomestead that is neighbour-
ing the Mzimelas.

“Ordinarily, when a person is bit-
ten by a dog, they immediately go to a
clinie. However, this did not happen in
this case. The rabies treatment is 100%
effective il the infection is treated in

time. This was a terrible way to g
a two-year-old boy who had so much
future ahead of him,” Sikhakhane said.
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