“We've brought in ] the relevant
stakeholders from the department of
rural development t,, the Future Farm-

- ers Foundations and experts in the field
of agriculture because we want to find 5
way to get these young people working,”

 agriculture MEC Cyril Xaba said.

Held under (he theme, Back ¢,
Pmduction, the focus was on getting
unemployed graduates In agriculture to

culture anq enterprise in agribusinesg,

“These graduates already haye the
kno\\'ledge. They are ready hut they
need the experience. We want Property
Owners who are not using their land to
allow these young people to come i and
make it productiye.” Xaba said.

take on at least one graduate then we
would have a]] of You employed and get
the fecessary training to 8o out there
and make a syccesg of yourlife” uture
Farmers’ Judy Stuarts said.

€ organisations alsq send grady-
ates for internships to farms abroaq
to learn the necessary skills hefore
starting their own farms back home
or working in big dairies around the
country. She called on the government
to fund apprenticeships where farmers
were unable to directly pay the grady-
ates salaries,

While their peers were gaining valy-
able informatiop from the Presentation,
about 30 graduates whe turned up for
the summit were only allowed intq, the

kept them out of the venue saying it was
full to Capacity and there wag no place
for them to st EventuaUy extra chairg
were brought in to accommodate thep,

KZN agriculture spokesperson
Lelethu M, anentsa said: “It wag per

He said the department had com- invite only and we went to the instjty-
mitted some of the State land availahje tions they graduated from ¢, get their
for the graduates to work as part of jts contact details to inyite them. We sys-

youth development Programme, Fyn(- Corporation alse made presentations about the importance of putting one’s pect those we sent invites to forwarded

ing and sma]] business agenciessuchas o how they could assist the graduates, knowledge i practice. them to theijr friends becayse we were
the Land Bank. National Empowerment Leaders in agri-placement anq expe- “Associations |ike Kwanalu haye thou- €xpecting fewer than 500 people but 5
Fund, Nationa] Youth Development riential training, Isulabaim; and the sands of members anq if we can get  lot more turned up,”

Agency and Industria] Development Future Farmers Foundation spoke  each and every farm in the country to no/(ut/zulan@t/zenewage.co.za
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