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ABIES, the disease

which has claimed five

lives in KwaZulu-Natal

this year, continues to
plague the province.

The SPCA has been kept
busy dealing with cases. Caro-
line Smith, general manager of
the Durban and Coastal office,
said the Durban, eManzimtot;
and Kloof branches had dealt
Wwith 36 cases from April Jast
year to March this year.

“Of these, 20 were handled
by our branch and were pre-

from Ntuzuma, KwaMashu, 4

Newlands and Phoenix.

“Our branch also had an
additional 78 suspected rabies
cases which came back nega-
tive, from uMlazi, Inanda,
Chatsworth, Phoenix, Mere-

; illary, Ndwedwe, Bluff,
KwaMashu and other areas.”

‘Barbara Patrick, manager
of Kloof SPCA, said it had
Seen eight cases this year, five
in rural areas and three sub-
urban. She said the branch
spent at least 75% of its time
in previously disadvantaged
areas.

The release of these SPCA
figures follows threats by the
ANC in the eThekwini Muni-
cipality to withdraw funding
to the animal welfare organi-
sation, accusing it of focusing
primarily on white areas rather
than townships,

However, it was

'SPCA remain
on rabies alert

Deadliest disease plagues province

RABIES CASES IN KZN

g‘N THE MAP: Red dofs show positive rables cases this year,

lack dots, negative Cases, and stars are human cases,

bitten person cannot get to
a health facility, state health
professi must di an

ical signs. However, as the virus
reaches the brain it causes
confusion and agitation which
displays as changes in behay-
iour.”

While rabies is 100% fatal
if left untreated, it is a 100%
preventable disease with
Pprompt and complete exposure 13
to_post-exposure prophylaxis

ambulance to get the person the
correct treatment as time is of

y
agreed that the city would
pay R13.5 million to the SPCA
in exchange for provision of
pound services and collection
of strays over the next three
years on its behalf.

Smith said this came as a
relief because providing this
function for the municipality
puts severe pressure on its

ICes and operations,

Meanwhile, Kevin le Roux,
state veterinary services rabies
Project manager, warned that
rabies was the most fatal dis.
ease known to humans and that
any contact with a rabid animal
was dangerous,

“It is so serious that if a

the essence.

“Virtually all state hospitals
offer free rabies treatment.
Many large clinics where doc-
tors are available do the same.
Small clinics will often stock
rabies vaccine only but cannot
do the full treatment — immuno-
globulins, needed for category
three bites,”

He said, normally, a bite
Was necessary for an injection
of virus-laden saliva to enter
the human, but there were
many other dangers, such as
saliva in the eyes or in the
mouth.

“Saliva on intact skin that
is washed off is not considered

(PEP) treatment, d
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The most common source beh;
of rabies in humans in South inte
Africa are dogs, mongooses, | spor
cats, jackals, cattle and goats. ings
Mice and rats, squirrels, | lang
dassies, baboons and monkeys | topic
dangerous and doesn’t need fall into the “unlikely risk” cat. stick
treatment. This is part of the egory, while birds and reptiles W
problem as i are d no risk at all. study
of money are used to treat Bats are an uncommon | it jd
many people who are not in source and are associated with comn
danger.” rabies-related viruses only, rise t
Le Roux said it was almost After a human has had lexice
Impossible to say how an anj contact with a suspected rabig muni
mal would manifest the array - animal, PEP should be given as of
of symptoms of the disease, S00n as possible, house
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“Often initial tre on i are managed by flush- makin
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within the last clinical phase, There are three categories
whld:lsabuutﬂxmetoﬁvedws of rabies exposure, the most
before it dies.

“However, this can extend
to 10 days before onset of clin.

serious of which requires
rabies immunoglobulin treat-
ment.




