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To all media houses
16 November 2020

SITHOLE-MOLOI TO LEAD A CATTLE VACCINATION DRIVE TO CONTAIN AN
OUTBREAK OF BRUCELLA BACTERIA, WHICH CAUSES ABORTIONS AND
INFERTILITY IN LIVESTOCK AND PEOPLE IN THE KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE

KwaZulu-Natal is experiencing a sinister outbreak of an animal-borne bacterial disease causing
abortion, infertility, reduced milk production and weak joints in both livestock and humans
following more than 400 cows tested positive in the northern part of the province, this year.

This year's high number of the infectious spread of Brucellosis threatens to trigger great
reproductive health, nutrition and economic failures for the majority of rural animal holders and
consumers of raw meat or fresh milk from infected dairy cows, goats and sheep, province-wide.

According to the KZNDARD Veterinary Services’ investigators’ report, the status of Brucellosis in
the KZN province indicates 635 positive cases since three years ago. There were 73 in 2018, 139
in 2019 and 423, this current year.

The report also states that 70% of the cases are from the communal dip tanks in the north of the
province where there is generally poor compliance with Brucellosis vaccination and testing.

The increase in the north is attributed to few private veterinarians, lack of resources to contain
the disease, lack of compliance from livestock owners as well as proximity to countries like
Mozambique and Swaziland, which have porous border security.

Therefore, as part of the bovine brucellosis control in cattle, DARD is initiating a vaccination drive
for calves aged of 4-8 months, which shall be implemented in all dip tanks found in
uMkhanyakude, King Cetshwayo, uThukela and uMzinyathi districts, in the line with priorities
related to food security, economic growth and rural development.

MEC Sithole-Moloi, therefore, graciously requests you to attend and report on the outcomes of
this vaccination awareness and educational drive of government together with all role players in
the private sector and communities in pursuing a common goal of reducing the occurrence of
bovine brucellosis.

This engagement will take place as follows:

Venue: Hlabisa Municipality, Mkhanyakude District
Time: 10:00 am
Date: 17 November 2020

For more information, kindly contact DARD Media Liaison Officer, Mr Mack Makhathini on
076 965 5870.



