
 
 

27 October 2020 

To all media houses  

MEC SITHOLE-MOLOI TO HAND OVER A BLACK FEMALE-OWNED POULTRY 

FARM IN ILEMBE DISTRICT AS PART OF MAXIMIZING AGRICULTURAL 

DEVELOPMENT AND OUTPUT IN THE PROVINCE 

When the H5N8 virus known as the Avian Influenza hit South Africa in 2017, a number of 
commercial egg layer, backyard farms and township trader businesses collapsed due to 
quarantine, culling of birds and the subsequent ban on egg movement resulted in a lot of 
people losing their livelihoods and a cheaper way of gaining animal-based protein in their 
diets. 

However, despite this grim background, a 50 year-old Zodwa Mthembu and her four 
partners who are founders and owners of Amatshitshi Oqobo Primary Co-operative in 
Stanger, saw a market opportunity to establish a sustainable egg production business in 
the Umhlali area near Stanger and position themselves to capture a larger market area of 
passers-by through its N2 linkage.  

If it was not for the Agri-business Development Agency (ADA) funding of over R 9 million 
and a R2 million from Enterprise iLembe, their dream of owning a 10 000 layer 
infrastructure on an 800 hectare egg producing farm would have been an impossible steep 
hill.  

Instead, this Black female-owned enterprise is due to enjoy business on a prime spot with 
immense opportunities for growth and economic stimulation activity brought by close 
proximity of local market, of passers-by through its N2 linkage and Dube Trade Port. 

With the help of ADA, this poultry farm has entered into an off-take agreement with Nu 
Dawn Eggs Company to buy all their eggs.  An estimated number of six jobs is to be 
created when the project is fully operational. 

Therefore, as part of the food and nutrition recovery action, the KZN DARD MEC Bongiwe 
Sithole-Moloi, will hand over the completed infrastructure and inputs to Amatshitshi Oqobo 
Poultry Farm cooperative as part of maximizing agricultural development and output in the 
province 

You are, graciously requested to attend and report on the outcomes of this productive 
partnership between Amatshitshi Oqobo Poultry farm, Enterprise iLembe, ADA and 
DARD.   

 Venue: Amatshitshi Oqobo Poultry Farm, Farmwatch, Shakaskraal 

 Date:  Friday, 30 October 2020 

 Time:  11am 

 

For more information, kindly contact Media Liaison Officer, Mr Mack Makhathini on 
076 965 5870 and ADA Marketing and Communication Specialist, Siphuxolo Mazwi, on 
078 509 1314 


