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1. INTRODUCTION

The main purpose of this publication is to present a quarterly analysis of KwaZulu-Natal
(KZN) Fresh Produce Markets volumes, prices and trends at the Pietermaritzburg and
Durban Fresh Produce Markets (FPM). The bulletin will cover trend analysis relating to
prices (R/ ton) and volumes (tons) of the selected vegetables sold at the two markets,
considered to be of importance due to the area under production within KZN and/or
marketed volumes. The interval covered in the current issue quarter 1 of 2016 (January-
March 2016) which will be compared with Quarter 1 of 2017 (January- March 2017).

This document focuses only on the following commodities: potatoes, sweet potatoes,
carrots, cabbage, lettuce, pumpkins, gem squashes, butternut squashes, tomatoes,
peppers and English cucumber however the combination of selected vegetables might

change over time due to relevance.
2. SUMMARY

Average quarter one for 2017 volumes have generally increased from averages of 2016
quarter 1 for the both markets but these increases were more pronounced in the
Pietermaritzburg Fresh Produce Market. The leading crops in volumes increased were
sweet potatoes, cabbages, peppers and pumpkins, while decreases in volumes were
observed in sweet potatoes and potatoes in Durban and gem squashes and lettuce in the
PMB market.

Prices have generally declined for both markets, consistent with the increase in volumes.
Major price declines were observed for onions in both markets as well as peppers,

butternut squashes, and cabbage for PMB and spinach and pumpkins for Durban FPM.
A detailed analysis and discussion is presented herein for the various fresh produce in

both Pietermaritzburg and Durban Fresh Produce Markets, comparing Jan-Mar 2016 to
Jan-Mar 2017.
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2.1. POTATOES

Potatoes
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DBNT 7837.38 7100.04 7791.39 7837.16 8237.60 11210.51
==@==PMB R/T 4736.35 5399.80 5325.13 4458.83 3231.67 2509.27
==@==DBN R/T 5183.16 572411 6012.98 4425.19 3520.69 2885.91

Figure 1: Trends for potatoes in PMB and DBN FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

e The supply of potatoes was highest in March 2017 at 3, 166.71 tons, which was
51% higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. A similar upward
trend was observed for the average quarter supply which rose by 39% from
1,783.82t in 2016 to 2, 481.10t in 2017.07.05

e The price of potatoes was highest in January 2017 valued at R4, 458.83/t, which
was 6% lower than the value of potatoes in the same month of 2016 which was
recorded at R4, 736.35/t. On average, the potato price dropped by 34% from R5,
153.76/t in the 15t quarter of 2016 to R3, 399.92/t in the same time of 2017.

Durban

e Supply of potatoes was highest in March 2017 at 11, 210 tons, which was 44%
higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. Average quarter
supply was also higher by 20% in 2017 at 9, 098.09t compared to 7, 576t for 2016.

e The price of potatoes was highest in January 2017 worth the value of R4, 425.19/t
which was 15% lower compared to the value of potatoes in the same month of
2016. The average price of potatoes in the 1st quarter of 2017 also showed a
decline of 36% from R5, 640.08/t in 2016 t R3, 610.60/t in 2017 quarter 1.
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2.2. SWEET POTATOES

Total tons marketed
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@=@==DBN R/T 8299.40 4257.61 3797.88 7044.12 6773.56 5328.51

Figure 2: Trends for sweet potatoes in PMB and DBN FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

The supply of sweet potatoes was highest in January 2017 at 15.05t, which was
significantly higher the 1.84t recorded in January of 2016. The average supply of
sweet potatoes in the 1st quarter of 2017 was 7.81t which was also over 2.5 times
higher than the 1st quarter of 2016 average which was at 2.82t.

Sweet Potato prices were highest in February 2017 at R8, 940.02/t, which was
16% higher compared to the value of sweet potatoes in the same month of 2016,
however the average price of sweet potatoes in the 1st quarter of 2017 at R5,
459.66/t which was 34% lower compared to the quarter average of 2016 at R8,
238.67t .

Durban

Volumes of sweet potatoes markets in the Durban FPM were highest in March
2017 at 27.00t, which was 39% lower than the volume supplied in the same month
of 2016. While the average supply of sweet potatoes in the 1st quarter of 2017
was 23.24t showed an average decline of 42% compared to the 15t quarter of 2016
at 39.91t.

The price of sweet potatoes was highest in January 2017 valued at R7, 044.12/t,
which was 15% lower than the value of sweet potatoes in the same month of 2016,
however the average price was 18% higher for the 15t quarter of 2017 at R6, 382/t
compared to R5, 428/t for 2016.
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2.3. ONIONS

Onions
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Figure 3: Trends for Onions in PMB and DBN FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

e The supply of onions was highest in March 2017 at 849.98t, which was 31% more
than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. The average supply onions
in the 1st quarter of 2017 was 713t, indicating a 17% increase in average volumes
from the 2016 average of 607t.

e Onion price was highest in March 2017 at R2, 905.24/t, which was 41% lower than
the price at the same time in 2016. Average quarter price showed a 40% decline
from R4, 407.33/t in 2016 to R2, 650/t in 2017.07.06

Durban

e The supply of onions was highest in March 2017 at 4, 278.56t, which was 11%
higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016, while the average
supply of onions in the 1st quarter of 2017 was 3,867.33t which was an increase
of about 11% from the 2016 average of 3, 499.66t.

e Onion prices were highest in March 2017 at the price of R3, 295.57/t, which was
34% lower compared to the value of onions in the same month of 2016, the
average quarter price also decreased by 34% from R4, 742/t in 2016 to R3,
128.66/t in 2017.
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2.4. CARROTS
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Figure 4: Trends for carrots in PMB and DBN FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

Volumes of carrots in this market were highest in January 2017 at 54.37 tons
which was 25% higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. On
average , supply increased by 28% in the first quarter of 2017 form an average of
40.11t in 2016 to 51.49t in 2017.07.06

Prices were the highest in March 2017 at R5, 271.37/t representing a 19%
decrease compared to R6, 262.57/t during the same month in 2016. Average
guarter prices also declined by 12% from R5, 868.33/t in 2016 to R5, 155.33/t in
2017.

Durban

In this FPM the highest volumes of carrots were marketed in March 2017 at 1,
249.86 tons which was a 3% increase from 2016 volumes for the same month.
Average volumes supplied to tis market carrots declined by 5% from 1, 195t in
2016 to 1, 136t in 2017.

Prices were the highest in March 2017 at R5, 333.34/t representing a 10%
decrease compared to R5, 948.95/t during the same month in 2016. The average
carrot price for the 1st quarter in 2016 was R4, 886/t and R4, 430/t in 2017 which
was a 9% decrease from 2016 prices.
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2.5. CABBAGE
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Figure 5: Trends for cabbage in PMB and DBN FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

The volume of cabbages marketed in quarter one was the highest in March 2017
at 142.74 tons which represented a 91% increase compared to the volume
marketed in the same month in the previous year. On average, in this quarter
guantities of cabbage received in this market increased by 59%.

Prices were the highest in March 2017 at R2, 230.08/t representing a 38%
decrease compared to R3, 576.89/t during the same month in 2016. Average
prices also showed a decline of 44% from R3, 577/tin 2016 to R1, 987/t in 2017.

Durban

Cabbages marketed in this market were highest in volume in February 2017 at
554.82 tons which was just slightly below the supply of observed in the same
month of 2016. Average quarter volumes also declined by 3% from 558t in 2016
to 539t in 2017.

Prices were the highest in March 2017 at R3, 915.57/t representing a less than
1% increase from the price recorded at the same month in 2016. Average prices
for cabbage in the first quarter of 2017 showed a slight decline of 10% from R3,
760/t in 2016 to R3, 372/t in 2017.

8|Page



2.6. LETTUCE
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Figure 6: Trends for lettuce in PMB and DBN FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

The supply of lettuce was highest in March 2017 at 24.39t, which was 23% lower
than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. Consistently average supply
was also lower by 25% from 28t in 2016 to 21t in 2017.

The price of lettuce was the highest in March 2017 worth the value of R6, 875.36/t,
which was 16% lower compared to the value of lettuce in the same month of 2016.
A 27% decline was also observed in average prices for the periods in comparison
from R8, 305/t in 2016 to R6, 078/t in 2017.

Durban

Volumes of lettuce market in this markets were highest in March 2017 at 240.34t,
this was 10% lower than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. Average
volumes comparing the two quarters showed a slight decline of 2% from 229t in
2016 to 223t in 2017.

Lettuce prices were the highest in March 2017 worth R6, 237.26/t, which was 8%
higher compared to the value of lettuce in the same month of 2016. However , on
average prices dropped by 11% from R6, 298/t in 2016 to R5, 602/t in 2017.07.06
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2.7. PUMPKINS
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Figure 7: Trends for pumpkins in PMB and DBN FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

Pumpkins sold through this market were highest in supply during the month of
February 2017 at 7.46t, this was 28% higher than the supply in this market at the
same time in 2016.Average supply also showed a decline of 30% from 10t in 2016
to 7t in 2017.

The price of pumpkins was highest in January 2017 at R3, 575.38/t, which was
17% lower compared to the value of pumpkins in the same month of 2016. The
average price of pumpkins decreased by 28% from R4, 286/t in 2016 to R3, 093/t
in 2017.

Durban

The supply of pumpkin was highest in February 2017 at 51.33t, which was about
more than double the volumes of the same time in 2016. The average supply of
pumpkins in the 1st quarter of 2017 increased by 47% from 25t in 2016 to 37t in
2017.

Pumpkin prices were the highest in January 2017 at R3, 638.20/t, which was 39%
lower compared to the value of pumpkins in the same month of 2016. Average
quarter prices also declined by 29% from R4, 873/t in 2016 to R2, 953/t in 207.
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2.8. GEM SQUASHES
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Gem Squashes

Figure 8: Trends for gem squashes in PMB and DBN FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

Supply of gem squashes was highest in January 2017 at 8.95t, which was 9%
higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. The average supply
of gem squashes in the 1st quarter of 2017 was 6.95t and 10t for the 1st quarter of
2016, this is an increase of 30% on average volumes for gem squashes over this
time of the year.

The price of germ squashes was highest in February 2017 worth the value of R3,
078.51/t, which was 30% higher compared to the value of germ squashes in the
same month of 2016. The average price of germ squashes supplied in the 1st
guarter of 2017 showed a slight increase of 6% from that of 2016 which was R2,
841/t

Durban

In this market, gem squash supply was highest in February 2017at 42.26t which
was 11 lower than the volumes of the same month of 2016. The average supply
of germ squashes in the 15t quarter of 2017 also indicated a declines of 14% from
29t in 2016 to 25t in 2017.

The price of germ squashes was highest in March 2017 worth R3, 371.23/t, which
was 6% lower compared to the value of germ squashes in the same month of
2016. On average from the 1st quarter of 2017, prices decreased by 30% from
R4, 000/t in 2016 to R 2, 788.0/t in 2017.
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2.9. BUTTERNUT SQUASHES
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Figure 9: Trends for butternut squashes in DBN and PMB FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

The supply of butternut squashes was highest in March 2017 at 243.84t, which
was 12% higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. The
average supply of butternut squashes in the 1st quarter of 2017 also increased by
12% from 183t in 2016 to 205t in 2016.

The price of butternut squashes was highest in February 2017 at R2, 975.79/t
which was 41% lower compared to the value of butternut squashes in the same
month of 2016. The average price of butternut squashes supplied in the 1st
quarter of 2017 was R2, 850/t which was 46% lower compared to the 1st quarter
of 2016 at R 5, 268l/t.

Durban

Butter squashes volumes was highest in March 2017 at 809.76t, which was 37%
higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. The average supply
of butternut squashes in the 1st quarter of 2017 (672t) was 18% higher compared
to the 1st quarter of 2016 (568t).

The price of butternut squashes was highest in February 2017 worth the value of
R3, 386.22/t, which was 8% lower compared to the value of butternut squashes
in the same month of 2016, consistently the average price for the first quarter was
also lower than 2016 average by 27%.
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2.10. TOMATOES
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Figure 10: Trends for tomatoes in DBN and PMB FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

Supply of tomatoes was highest in February 2017 at 320.54t, which was 6% higher
than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. While the average supply of
tomatoes in the 1st quarter of 2017 (307t) compared to the 1st quarter of 2016
(288t) showed an increase of 7%.

Tomato prices were the highest in March 2017 worth the value of R6, 193.80/t,
which was 15% higher compared to the value of tomatoes in the same month of
2016. While the average price of tomatoes supplied in the 1st quarter of 2017 (R5,
781/t) compared to the 1st quarter of 2016 (R6, 039/t) showed a slight decline of
4%.

Durban

Tomatoes marketed in this market were highest in March 2017 at 1, 565.61t, which
was 10% lower than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. The average
supply of tomatoes in the 1st quarter of 2017 (1, 484t) compared to the 1st quarter
of 2016 (1, 667t) showed a decrease of 11%.

Tomato prices were the highest in March 2017 valued at R7, 005.57/t, which was
33% higher compared to the value of tomatoes in the same month of 2016. The
average price of tomatoes in the 1st quarter of 2017 was R6, 574/t, showing a 13%
increase from average of R5, 842/t in the same quarter of 2016.
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2.11. PEPPERS
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Figure 11: Trends for Pepper in DBN and PMB FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

The supply of peppers was highest in February 2017 at 57.03t, which was 81%
higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. The average supply
of peppers in the 1st quarter of 2017 (50t) was 72% higher than the 1st quarter of
2017 average of 2016 (29t).

The price of peppers was highest in January 2017 worth the value of R6, 173.71/,
which was 51% lower than the value of peppers in the same month of 2016. The
average price of peppers supplied in the 1st quarter of 2017 (R5, 112/t) decreased
by 50% compared to the 1st quarter of 2016 (R10, 133.95/t).

Durban

Volumes of peppers sold through this market were highest in January 2017 at
194.85t, which was 41% higher than the volume supplied in the same month of
2016. The average supply of peppers in the 1st quarter of 2017 (177t) increased
by 33% compared to the 1st quarter of 2016 (133t).

The price of peppers was highest in March 2017 worth the value of R9, 779.31/,
which was R9.00 higher than the price of peppers in the same month of 2016. The
average price of peppers in the 1st quarter of 2017 (R7, 834/t) decreased by 25%
compared to the 1st quarter of 2016 (R10, 471/t)
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2.12. SPINACH
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Figure 12 Trends for English cucumber in DBN and PMB FPM (2016 and 2017 Q1)

Pietermaritzburg

The supply of Spinach was the highest in March 2017 at 24.37t, which was 61%
higher than the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. The average supply
of Spinach in this market decreased by 33% from 17t in 2016 to 23t in 2017.

The price of Spinach was highest in March 2017 at R4, 677.96/t, which was 26%
lower compared to the value of Spinach in the same month of 2016. The average
price of Spinach supplied in the 1st quarter of 2017 decreased by 33% compared
to the 2016 quarter 1 average of R5, 088/t.

Durban

Spinach supply was highest in January 2017 at 50.90t, which was 24% lower than
the volume supplied in the same month of 2016. The average supply of Spinach in
the 1st quarter of 2017 (36.01t) is was 42% lower than the average supply at the
same time in 2016.

Price of Spinach was highest in March 2017 at R10, 683.80/t which showed a 43%
increase from the R7, 459.19/t recorded in the same month of 2016.The average
price of Spinach in the Durban FPM increased by 17% from R6, 543/t in 1st quarter
of 2016 to R7, 607/t in the same quarter of 2017.
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