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TheTransformation of the dairy sector  

South African is needed

and this is possible through training  

programmes and the  

transfer of knowledge

OVERVIEW
In 1996, South Africa completely deregulated its agricultural sectors, 

marketing boards were disbanded and import control were scrapped, this 

posed a huge challenge to SouthAfrican farmershaving to now contend 

with international competition with no protection.Without subsidies and 

no tariffs on milk imports, South African dairy farmers compete even in 

theirown country with much cheaper dairy products from countries with 

milk subsidy programs.

Dairy is the fourth largest agricultural industry in SouthAfrica, 

there are currently about 1200 dairy farms and 1.2 million dairy 

cows in the country producing around 26,000 jobs. Most dairy 

farms are concentrated in the south and southwest coastal  

provinces,where they are aided by higher rainfalls supporting  

pasture-based grazing systems.

Theconsequencesof increasing input costs, climate change

and the pressure on dairy farmers to reduce their environ-mental 

impact have resulted in reduced profitmargins on milk production 

and therefore many farmershave ceased keeping a dairy herd as a 

result.This had reduced the number of small-scale farmers and  

therefore reducing the overall total number of dairy farmers

in the country.The economic viability of dairy farming has become 

increasingly challenging in recent years.



SouthAfrica’s population size is approximately 60 million and growing and therefore food s 

ecurity and access to affordable and nutritious food are of growing concern. The World 

Health Organization (WHO) designed and published an inpatient protocol for the 

management and treatment of malnutrition one of the recommended food groups is dairy. 

Dairy cows produce milk which is in high demand from consumers as fresh milk, or 

processed dairy products such as cheese, butter and yoghurt. Managing the feeding and 

health of dairy cows is one of the most critical factors for a successful dairy farm. The 

dietary needs of dairy cows change through the production cycle and so each cow must 

be carefully monitored to ensure they have optimal energy and nutrient intakes to be 

healthy and productive.

Dairy farmers have to now become highly efficient in order to overcome the effects of the 

challengesmentionedabove. They requirevarious skills in order to run a successful operation:

Good animal-handling skills and an understanding of animal welfare.  

An understanding of pasture management.

Knowledge of the milking process.

An awareness of milk company standardsand safe practiceson the farm. 

The ability to drive,operateand maintain farm machinery.

Business and accounting skills.

Knowledge of sustainable environmentalmanagement practices.



YOUREXPERTSPEAKERS

KPRConference andTradingPtyLtdemail: admin@kprtrading.cp.za Call :0878062365/0729718934
Address:300KentAvenueRandburg, 2194

 

MRS BONGIWE SITHOLE-MOLOI
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About the seminar

An interactiveseminarcarefullydesignedtoeducate participantsonrecent developmentsindairyfarming andmanagement. 

Learn all youneedtoknowaboutthe dairycowandhowtogo aboutrunningasuccessfuldairyoperation.

Fundinginstitutionsandhowto accessfunding.

Byattendingthe seminaryouwould havethe chancetoreceive first-hand knowledge from variousspeakers that haveyears 
ofpracticaldairy farming experience.

Adhoclecturer (Crop Science),School of
Agricultural Earth and Environmental Sciences

University of KwaZulu-Natal,South Africa

Program Coordinator

    AUGUST LINGNAU
                         De Heus
Regional Sales Manager-Umlaas Branch

TAKUDZWA MANDIZVO

GERALD BARKER
Genetic consultant

LYNDON GRAY
Sales Director for DeLaval

Sub Saharan Africa

DERRYN NASH(MSC)
Pastures Researcher

Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development

KIRESHNI NAIKER
Animal Scientist and Certified
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NTSIKELELO BALENI
Dairy Manager Ixopo

ABS Genetics South Africa (pty) Ltd
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3DAYAGENDA

 The important role and transformation of the dairy industry in
 South African Agriculture





Transport to Stubbs Farm will be provided to all delegates



About theseminar
An interactive seminarcarefully designed toeducateparticipants on 
recentdevelopments indairy farming andmanagement.
Learnall youneedto knowabout the dairycow andhowto go 
about running asuccessfuldairy farm.
Fundinginstitutions and howto accessfunding.
Byattending theseminar, youwill have thechance to
receivefirst-handknowledgefromvariousspeakersthathave 
years of practical dairy farming experience.




