. |t KZN Department of Agriculture & Rural Development
agricuiture Private Bag X9059, Pietermaritzburg, 3200

& rural development

Department:
agriculture
& rural development

PROVINCE OF KWAZULU-NATAL Fax: 033-343 8255I not
Toll-Free: 0800 000 996
Email: Nalini.Dickson@kzndard.aov.za

Enquiries: Nalini Dickson

Tel: 033-3438254 or 0832340475

HANDOVER OF OVER R55.98 MILLION TO TENANT LAND CLAIMANTS
FROM THE ROOSBOOM COMMUNITY IN THE UTHUKELA DISTRICT

MEC for KZN Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD), Mr Cyril Xaba,
commended the Provincial Land Claims Commission for paying out over R55,98
million to 581 land claimants from the Roosboom Community near Ladysmith.

MEC Xaba said this was one of the largest payouts made to date by the
Commission. He noted that two earlier compensation payouts were also made in
2006 and 2007 to other members of the community who were forcefully
removed from their homes. In 2006, 350 former tenants of the area received
compensation of over R12,78 million and in 2007, eleven former landowners
received compensation of R1,68 million.

On Saturday a celebratory function was held at the Ezakheni C Community Hall
where financial compensation vouchers were handed over to the 581 household
claimants. They represent 1250 beneficiaries, 850 of whom are women and 22
who are disabled.

Addressing the gathering, MEC Xaba reminded the community that Roosboom
was once known as a “black spot.” He said that according to the 1936 Native
Trust Land Act, black spots referred to farms that were black owned in areas
were the surrounding farms were all white owned. The aim was to remove these
black spots and a process of forced removals began in 1956. Altogether in the
province of Natal at the time, 363 areas were identified as Black spots. MEC
Xaba said the removal of the Roosboom Community represented an important
chapter in the Province’s history. "It is a story that must be taught to our
children so that they understand our painful past and appreciate the freedom
that we enjoy today,” he added.

According to MEC Xaba at Roosboom, the apartheid government used a different
tactic to force people out of the area. The Local Health Commission ruled that
no new houses could be built nor existing houses extended without permission
from authorities. Permission when sought, was not granted and gradually homes
began to deteriorate and fall apart. By 1972, the township of Ezakheni was built,
expropriation notices were served on families and the majority were moved to
Ezakheni. He said a big blow to the families was the discovery that they could
not take their cattle, goats or sheep. They also found the plots of land were so
small that they could no longer carry on with subsistence farming.

*Read more in the full text of MEC Cyril Xaba’s speech




MEC for Agriculture and Rural Development, Mr Cyril Xaba together with the Chief Land
(Commissioner) Ms Nomfundo Gobodo, eMnambithi Local Municipality Mayor Clrr. Vincent Madlala
and Chairperson of the Roosboom Community Claimants Mr Moses Mazibuko during the
signing of a R55,98 million cheque to 581 Land Claimants from Roosboom Community

From left: Chief Land (Commissioner) Ms Nomfundo Gobodo, MEC Cyril Xaba, Mayor Clrr Vincent
Madlala and Mr Moses Mazibuko during the official handover of the R55,98 million cheque
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Mr Moses Mazibuko, Mayor Clrr Vincent Madlala, MEC Cyril Xaba and Nomfundo Gobodo

celebrating with the community of Roosboom during the official handover of the cheque

Ms Nomfundo Gobodo, MEC Cyril Xaba and Mayor Clrr Vincent Madlala handing over a V
one of the Claimants, Mrs Nomagugu Phakathi

For media enquiries, please contact Lelethu Manentsa on 0714925716 or email:
Lelethu.Manentsa@kzndard.gov.za
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