RIFT VALLEY FEVER

Rift Valley Fever is a viral disease
= . a.ffecting primarily Cattle,

= / i "~ Sheep and Goats. i A
e L fh e irus is transmitted by a mosquit94/ h

,///fhese osqmtoehreed heavily during the spring-§eason i tlmes \\gu
e // of high rainfall.

Rift Valley Fever is a Zoonotic disease
causing flu like symptoms in Man.
More severe cases displaying i~
hemorrhagic fever and
encephalitis, result in death.
In 1978, an outbreak in
EQypt estimates the number
of human cases to be at
200 ODO )

Cattle, Sheep and goo’rs are

susceptible, with high mortalities
among new born animals and
high abortion rates amongst
pregnant animails.

ﬂ Clinical signs

The smul‘roneous occurrence of abortions in a flock\herd.
In Catftle, characteristic signs include blood stained diarrhoea and stiffness in the legs.
High temperatures, loss of appetite and weakness.
Mortality rate being higher in calves than adult cattle,
In Sheep, high femperatures, regurgitation, mucous nasal discharges, leg weakness
and sometimes blood stained diarrhoea.
In Lambs and kids, the incubation period can be from 12 hours to
36 hours. Affected lambs are listless, non feeders and show evidence
of abdominal pain.

Diagnosis

Rift Valley fever should be suspected when heavy
rains are followed by the occurrence of abortions
in sheep, cattle and goats as well as flu-like

COIltPOl | symptoms in farm workers.

Immunization remains the only effective ek MissUesaIAeEs (NG Sptrlin Mokey,
y lymph nodes) and aborted foetuses should be
way to protect livestock from RVF.

. submitted, on ice, for laboratory testing
There is no treatment. as soon as possible
Annual vaccinations with the I|ve voccme |s SirBesiiarten. a charoé’reris’ric
recor?:l etr: d?d OSThis | sign is the presence of numerous
glves‘ e' o IrTwmuntiy. white pinhead spots on the liver. Other signs
Vacceination during early include haemorhages in the liver, intestines
pregnancy should be and gall bladder. In young animals, copious

avoided. amounts of chocolate-brown, undigested

IVE KT VALLEY PEVER vACCYS plood can be seen in the abomasum.,
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