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'VACCINATEALL PETS, RABIES ON THE RISE

| LONDIWE xuLy
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At least three children haye died of
rabies in KZN this year. A five-year-ojq
died in Eshowe earlier this year while
another child died jn May In Non
and another in Umbumbuly Jast month,
rding toa National Institute
for Communicable Diseases ( NICD)
communiqué, a child was bitten by 3
dogin Nongoma in May. He reportedjy
did not recejve any rabies post-expo-
Sure prophylaxis (PEP) and was only
brought to 3 neighbouring clinic when
he started to feel lethargic, itchy and
experienced a loss of appetite.

“He was éventually taken to hospi-
talin the uMkhanyakude District” The
child died and rabies was confirmed,

The second child from Umbumbuly
died last month after being diagnoseq
with clinically Suspected rabies. She
was hospitalised with symptoms of
malaise, anxiety, aerophobia (a fear
of drafts or fresh air), anorexia, and
hydrophobia (fear of water),

Zuma said the department has
Issued a stern warning to pet owners jn
the province,

“Get all dogs and cats vaccinated
which is law. If one is bitten they must
Wash the wound for 10 minutes in ryn-
ning water, disinfect the wound then
2010 a hospital or clinjc immediatefy”
said Zuma,



